
Improving the Health 
and Wellness of 
Communities through 
Digital Prevention 
How The Rite Aid Foundati on Helps 
Students Make Safe Choices Regarding 
Prescripti on Drugs

Understanding the Need
Rite Aid’s mission is to improve the health and wellness of their communities through engaging experiences, 

including education. They live this commitment every day, in every community they serve, through the efforts 

of The Rite Aid Foundation.

Recognizing the rise in community challenges related to the opioid crisis across the United States, leaders from 

Rite Aid saw an opportunity to do more community outreach that would make a positive impact on the health and 

wellness of their communities.

Rite Aid sought a scalable solution that would fi t with their existing community outreach efforts backed by an 

organization with deep experience in prevention education. 

The Solution
The Rite Aid Foundation became a founding member of The Prescription 

Drug Safety Network to help combat the opioid crisis alongside leaders 

of healthcare companies, foundations, and state leaders.

As a partner in The Prescription Drug Safety Network, The Rite Aid 

Foundation is instrumental in contributing signifi cantly to the collective 

effort of the broader network to combat prescription drug abuse 

and equip students with the knowledge and power to make safe and 

healthy choices. 

Rite Aid has committed to supporting select communities in California, 

Ohio, Michigan, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington. They 

have piloted the program in Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, and Oregon, 

and have expanded their footprint to bring additional impact to students 

in California, Michigan, and Virginia. 
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A fi rst-of-its-kind public-private partnership, the 
Prescription Drug Safety Network is national 
coalition of healthcare organizations, pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, distributors, pharmacies, 
foundations, and state leaders committed to 
empowering Americans with the knowledge and 
skills to make safe and healthy decisions about 
prescription medications.

We’re on the 

frontlines of this 

crisis and we want 

to be part of the 

solution. Education 

is key to attacking 

the opioid crisis.

— Director of The Rite Aid Foundation

�The Impact
The Rite Aid Foundation has sponsored Prescription Drug Safety, 

EVERFI’s digital course that empowers teens to make safe choices 

regarding prescription drugs, in a diverse set of communities throughout 

the US that has been impacted by challenges relating to the national 

drug epidemic.

During the 2018-2019 academic year, The Rite Aid Foundation brought 

the Prescription Drug Safety program to over 25,000 students in nearly 

400 schools. 

Results from student pre and post-assessment scores show an average 

knowledge increase of 48% across six lessons that cover topics including 

reading a prescription drug label, safe storage and disposal, refusal skills, 

and supporting a friend or peer who may be exhibiting signs of misuse or 

abuse of medications.  

The Rite Aid Foundation’s contribution to the Prescription Drug Safety 

Network is funded by KidCents, the giving program dedicated to 

improving the health and well-being of children. At every Rite Aid store 

throughout the country, the KidCents program gives Rite Aid customers 

the opportunity to help children in their communities by simply rounding-

up their change. The donation goes directly to the vital community impact 

initiatives like education on prescription drug safety. 

The Path Ahead
The Rite Aid Foundation’s decision to join The Prescription Drug Safety 

Network and partner with EVERFI was based on the academic rigor of the 

curriculum, sound pedagogy for prevention framework, and the national 

network of educators.

“We’re on the frontlines of this crisis and we want to be part of the 

solution. Education is key to attacking the opioid crisis.” Tracy Henderson, 

Director of The Rite Aid Foundation.

Rite Aid will continue to focus on efforts to increase youth prevention 

education while engaging leaders and pharmacists across Rite Aid to 

ensure better outcomes around prescription drug safety in the community 

they serve.


