














Becoming Part of the Solution

In order to make true long-term progress on the opioid crisis, we must start with evidence-based prevention programming
in schools, as recommended in 2017 by the White House Opioid Commission. Educators need prevention solutions that
are easy to implement, don’t require extensive teacher training, and don’t put strain on school budgets.

While there is not yet a national mandate for school systems to provide opioid abuse education, the federal government
strongly encourages in-school education programs. In an open letter to educators, administrators, and school staff, the
U.S. Department of Education states that educational institutions should not only train school employees to recognize and
respond to drug abuse, but should also “prevent the misuse of opioid pain relievers and other drugs by educating students
about the risks of substance uses disorders.”*>

“I've learned that prescription drugs have to be used correctly,
with precaution, and as they are prescribed to you.”

Student, West Memphis High School, AR
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As legislators, parents and educators struggle to find solutions to this problem, there is a clear need for evidence-based
prevention programs that can be implemented right now. EVERFI’s educational program is an effective answer to this
problem. Our digital course uses interactive simulations and videos to deliver a highly engaging learning experience

that teaches students how to differentiate between various prescription drugs, describe the science of addiction, and
demonstrate effective refusal strategies. Embedded assessments capture robust data on student progress and changes in
attitudes and behaviors
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L O “Most, if not all, of my students have experience or knowledge

about opioids. Many have seen firsthand the effects of abusing prescriptions
because they take care of their parents. Many live in low-income housing
and routinely see painkiller and heroin use. | absolutely believe
[opioid] education would be helpful”

—Kacie Harless, Teacher, Robert Shell Juvenile Center, Barboursville, WV @

By bringing our decade of experience and expertise to bear on the opioid epidemic facing the U.S., EVERFI hopes to
reduce negative outcomes around prescription drugs. Together with schools, we can play a pivotal role in curbing the
opioid crisis facing our nation.

To learn more about bringing this course to your
school or district visit everfi.com/RxSafety

14.  https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/open-letter-substance-abuse.html



‘| think it's really important to take this
course because we're just starting high
school, and there's gonna be parties and
peer pressure. Some kids may not think
it's a big deal to steal prescription drugs
from their parents or take painkillers, but
it's good to know what could happen if
we do take these drugs, and how it may
affect our lives permanently.”

Student, North High School, Denver, CO



EVERFI

EVERFI is the leading education technology company that
provides learners of all ages education for the real world through
innovative and scalable digital learning.

everfi.com/RxSafety



